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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The phrase "highly transmissive" as used in claim 5 is 
indefinite. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

5. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 



Masumori et al. US Patent 5,168,270 (hereinafter "Masumori"). 
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6. Masumori discloses a display device that contains pixel units (Fig 9B) which 
display predetermined colors; a drive control means for controlling the information signal 
(Fig 2 item 121); signal information lines that connect pixels to drive control means with 
the pixel electrodes for the same color in a one-to-many relationship (Fig 2, 6, 9A and 
9B); wherein one pixel is constituted by a pair of adjacent pixel units (Fig 9A and 9B). 
9A displays that one pixel might be constituted by 3 pixel electrodes of 3 different pre- 
determined colors and 9B shows that a pixel might include more than one set of 3 pixel 
electrodes, in this case 4, which would encompass a pair; pixel electrodes can be 
arranged in a matrix with all of the same color along one axis (x) and the same pattern 
in the other axis (y), (Fig 9B). This is an LCD Display (Col 2 Lines 48-54). 

7. Masumori does not specifically disclose using this display device for a gaming 
machine such as a slot machine or pachinko machine. However, it is notoriously well 
known in the gaming art to use a large variety of display devices such as CRT, LCD, 
LED, Plasma, etc, with a large variety of gaming devices such as slot machine, video 
poker, pachinko etc. It therefore would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to utilize this display device with a gaming machine in 
order to allow display of game related information and make the game more visually 
stimulating. 

8. Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
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may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the examiner. 

Citation of pertinent prior art 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

10. Hamada et al. 5,144,288 - Color LCD Apparatus 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher S. Weber whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 3064. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert E. Pezzuto can be reached on 571-272-6996. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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